
Welcome to the “31st” Annual Mitterando Father's Day Reunion.

2007 Picnic Update

Date: Saturday, June 16, 2007

Place: Christopher Morley Park

Weather:  The day was an enormous triumph, with 76 degree delightful weather, clear and comfortable.

The earliest arrivals, at 8:00 AM; were the breakfast crew,  The LaRocca’s, Judy Cervone, Irene and Howard Berg, The Ingenito’s and Hydo’s set up the equipment, decorated and started the fires in preparation for a breakfast of bacon and eggs on rolls, steaming cups of coffee and tea, cake doughnuts, cookies, muffins, etc, etc. 

        A total of 160 guests traveled from Florida, New Jersey, Virginia, Delaware, Connecticut, Maryland, New York City and Long Island.  Tasty and delicious foods were catered for lunch and an evening meal.  They included hotdogs, fried chicken, loin of pork, corn on the cob, chicken fingers, tossed and pasta salads, raw vegetables, olives and pickles.  Super heros, a variety of salads, assorted fruits and watermelon, coffee and beverages, and the remainder of lunch summed up the evening meal.

        Softball and volleyball was available for the athletic and sports minded, while card playing was preferred by the over 50 seniors. Three piñatas hung from a tree.  One for kids aged 2 to 12, another for the teenagers, and the last for seniors of all ages.  For the music of our lives, we owe Cousin Kenny Mitterando a multitude of thanks and praise.  He is an “ace” of a DJ and we are so fortunate to have him back in the fold.  Carolann Elias’s show, as usual, was a great hit.  The production, under her direction, got rave reviews.  There were some 30 dancers shaking maracas to "Cuban Pete". Dressed in big red waxed lips , bright neon wigs and beachcomber hats were our male revue starring Kevin and Matthew Coco, Larry, Christian and Tyler Blauvelt, Louie and the 2007 Father of the year, Billy Mitterando, Howard Berg, Ron Cervone, young Joseph Cervone, Zachary Hydo  and Robbie Mitterando's friends Andre and Adam.  Our female stars dressed in mustaches and beachcomber hats were Katie Isoda, Kimberly Coco, Samantha Cervone, Gianna and Olivia Pelliccia, Renee and Christina Hydo, Emily Dammeyer, Casey Mitterando, Melanie, Veronica and Nicole Cervone, Andrea Davison, and Isabella, Olivia and Victoria Mitterando. After the dance everyone sang the new Mitterando picnic song “Mitterandoville” to the tune of “Margaritaville”.   Our esteemed editor, Denise Mitterando, distributed the annual Mitterando Newsletter which again was the work of a professional journalist.  The Father of the Year trophy traveled another 1500 miles with the 2006 Father of the Year Howard Berg from Florida to New York and was presented to Billy Mitterando, Jr. as the Father of the Year 2007.  

        At dusk, darkness began to descend and another Family Reunion came to an end.  The family that prays and plays together stays together.

The Picnic Committee Update:  The picnic committee wants to again thank those involved behind the scenes each year to prepare for the Mitterando Annual Father’s Day Reunion: Irene Berg, Dale Ingenito, Denise Mitterando, Laura Vingara and Cheryl Hydo.  Special thanks this year to Laurie Monteforte, Margie Cervone and Sunny Sheppard.  Sunny designed and printed the invitations and Margie and Laurie helped out with the mailing. Thanks in advance to all those that will pitch in at the Reunion. 

THE FACTS - NOTHING BUT THE FACTS

Christian Blauvelt has been very busy during his third year at The Ohio State University.  In addition to pledging for a fraternity, he joined the intramural teams of flag football, ice hockey, soccer, lacrosse and softball.  We hope he filled in his off hours with studying and school work!!  Christian was happy to note that it was his intramural ice hockey team that finally won him a championship (he’s still praying that the Buckeyes will win one before he graduates.  Based on past performances, Larry and Kim pray that he graduates before they win!)

Kimberly Coco is an assistant manager at Payless Shoe Store.  Now mommy needs a new closet just for all the shoes I have bought (discounted)!

There is a little section of Raritan Borough in New Jersey that has been renamed “the ‘hood.”  This is short for “neighborhood.”  The ‘hood had a Halloween party, and who would have believed that Dee and Richie Mitterando would attend as a priest and nun?!

Lou Mitterando has finally retired from the banking IT world. Congrats!  Anyone who needs their taxes done, he is very reasonable, as long as he can be one of your dependents.

After a year of semi-retirement, Judy Cervone is back behind a desk again.  She nurses and takes care of Mother every morning, then goes to the office until 5:00.  Don’t know where she gets her energy and patience, but her family thanks her.

Wendy Pellicia is busy again, working for Our Lady of Mercy School.  She helps out with school lunches and all the details.  Her 3 ½ year old assists her.

This year has been a busy one at the Cervone/Kizis household!  Our house has become corporate headquarters for many businesses!  Melissa Kizis became an Independent Beauty Consultant with Mary Kay on January 19th.  Of course some of her very first customers included her cousins, aunts & sister.  Thanks for all the support - Aunt Carolann, Aunt Jill, Aunt Lynn, Aunt Wendy, Sunny Sheppard, Gianna, Kimberly, Briana, Katie, Danielle & Adrienne.  Check out Melissa's Mary Kay website at www.marykay.com/mkizis.  Melissa also has another company A Noteworthy Impression where she makes and sells handmade cards & gifts.  Check out the brand new website at www.anoteworthyimpression.com.  Bridget Cervone is now President of Mercury Sanitation DBA Mercury Recycling.  Fluorescent lighting contains mercury which is a contaminant and is illegal to dump in regular garbage - Call Bridget at [Removed for internet] to find out how to dispose of your light bulbs according to regulation (especially those of you who own or work for corporations).  She can also help you dispose of batteries and dental waste.  Dick Cervone and Jodee Cervone continue to run PEP (Property Enhancement Professionals) named in honor of their father.  Dick Cervone is also a freelance photographer calling his company photo by Hollywood.  Dick's work has been used in various magazines, CD artwork and websites.  He also has done individual portrait work.  Adrienne LeBlanc continues to run her dance studio in Mahopac with her partner.  Although she doesn't live in the Cervone/Kizis household we still include A&E Dance Studio under the "corporate headquarters" umbrella title!  Visit their website at www.aedance.com.  
Eric Kizis continues to run his DJ Business Elite Entertainment.  Call [removed for internet] for your entertainment needs.  So, If you need makeup or skincare, cards or gifts, recycling information, home improvement, photos, dance lessons or great music at your next event visit us at [removed for internet]!!  Talk about one-stop-shopping!


Katie Blauvelt successfully completed her first year as a Bobcat at Quinnipiac University!! 

Maria Mitterando's book club has moved locations from various
friends' houses to the bar....less reading and more drinking... our kind of woman!

 

Jaclyn Shafer is continuing to work towards her Masters in Meteorology and hopes to have it completed by August 2008.  Her work last year at the Kennedy Space Center on hurricane wind probability was very successful and received kudos from the KSC and the National Hurricane Center.  She has received some interesting job possibilities because of her reputation and she hopes to become a hurricane specialist.  Stay tuned….this kid is going places. 

They all laughed when cousin Billy Mitterando bought that Hybrid car in 2004. Well, with gas almost $4.00 a gallon, no one's laughing now.

Larry and Katie Blauvelt realized “the sky’s the limit” as they jumped out of the plane that took them on their first skydiving experience.  Their first words after landing were, “I so want to do this again!”  Never to be outdone by his sister, Christian plans to be a part of the next skydiving adventure that is scheduled to take place in the next few weeks….Geronimo

Briana Coco has just finished her second year of college while holding down a job. 

Uncle Johnny Speaks Out:  I have come to the conclusion that this picnic is going to be the biggest and best one we are going to have of them all.  There is no other picnic that can even match the one that we have.  I give to the committee that has made this happen all these years.  We appreciate all the work you have put into it to make it possible and what it is today.  I, for one, want to thank you all again.  Uncle Johnny has spoken!

CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER

Congratulations to Jason Peddie in his new job as Instrument Calibration Technician at I.I.S. Inc.


The collegiate Blauvelt’s joined the Greek life this year. Katie Blauvelt is a sorority girl of Kappa Alpha Theta and Christian Blauvelt is a fraternity brother at Sigma Alpha Mu. 

A two day celebration was hosted by Craig and Barbara for Kristina Monteforte’s college graduation.  She graduated with honors and majored in primary education. After the graduation ceremony, a pre-dinner reception was hosted at Kristina’s mom, Barbara’s, house.  After that,  – dinner at a fun Italian restaurant where a great time was had by all.  The next day, a great pool/garden party was held at a friend’s house.  Congratulations, Kristina!

Briana Coco bought herself a 2008 Chevy Cobalt. Congratulations!!!

Adrienne LeBlanc's Competition Team at her studio will be attending a National Competition in Myrtle Beach this July!

  
KID’S CORNER

Kara and Kelly Monaco will be dancing in their recital next weekend.  Kara dances hip hop and Kelly does ballet and tap.  It will be such a great experience watching them both up on the stage.

Renee Hydo (9 yrs. old) has had a great year in 3rd grade singing in the chorus, vocal ensemble and playing in the recorder club.  She just got back from Buffalo where she competed in the NY State Gymnastics championships.  She received a medal for her beam routine- scoring a 9.325.  Congratulations Renee!! 

Kelly Monaco was asked to join our swim club’s swim team.  She swam races in the 5/6 year old age group (even though she was only 4 at the time).  We weren’t sure how far she would make it, but she swam all the way in every race.  At the end of the season she was awarded the trophy for the most improved 5/6 year old swimmer.  The best part of the season for Kelly was that she got to compete on a team that her big sister Kara swims for.

Christina Hydo (7 years old) is finishing up 1st grade.  She played her first season on basketball and is now playing softball.   She is really very good at softball and is playing with the 2nd and 3rd graders- which are most of her big sister Renee’s friends.

Olivia Mitterando has finished all 7 Harry Potter books .... quicker than her mom. You go girl!!


Melanie Cervone finished her first year in middle school on the Honor Role.  She played flute in the school band.  Melanie performed in three performances with the Library Teen Players Club.  She also appeared in the "Pirates of Penzance" with the Mahopac Middle School Drama Club.  She had a great year!  She even won best dress as a twin day in the whole 6th grade.  Thanks to Uncle Dicky who saved the day. 

Victoria Mitterando performed in the big art and music show in May. Grandpa 

Lou Mitterando was there to share in her big day.


Kara Monaco who is now in sixth grade, was named to the honor roll for all 4 marking period this year.  She was even named to the Principal’s list (which is the highest honor at her school).  We are so proud of all effort that she puts in to everything that she does.

Zachary Hydo (5 yrs. old) will be starting Kindergarten in September.  He is looking forward to being in school with his two sisters.  He had lots of fun playing his first year of t-ball.   

Kelly Monaco has graduated from pre-school.  She will be entering Kindergarten in September.  She will finally be in the same school as Kara and Johnny (the big kids school).

Isabella Mitterando and Victoria Mitterando have each hit a home run on their softball team... the Purple Puppies.  Coach Rich Mitterando is extremely proud of their progress and energy.


Anthony and Gianna Pelliccia are altar servers at Our Lady of Mercy while Nicholas Hydo serves in St Martin’s in Bethpage.  Their grandfather must be smiling down on them.

Nicholas Hydo (almost 12) is finishing up his first year in Middle School.  He played his first season of basketball and is now playing baseball.  He should probably be at a playoff game right now, but he has decided to play baseball with his cousins instead.

Johnny Monaco plays travel ice hockey for a team named the Kodiaks.  His team had a great season playing all around the tri-state area.  They ended the season competing and winning a tournament in Delaware.  At the “end of the season” dinner Johnny was named the M.V.P. of his team.  We are very proud of him.

Nicholas Mitterando celebrated his 8th birthday in Disney World!  Besides that excitement, he has completed his swimming classes, which will come in handy when he is boating with his mom and day.  Nick also completed his senior yellow belt in Tae-Kwon-Do.  This summer he will be working towards his green belt.  He loves to draw so this summer he is continuing his classes at the art center.  Nick also spends his time as a Cub Scout where his dad, Rick; is a leader of the Wolf Den.

Kara Monaco is on Dumont’s competition cheering team.  This is a cheering team that does lots of tumbling, dancing and stunts.  Kara is a flyer on the team (which means she gets thrown up in the air).  Her team won many competitions this season, but the most exciting win was when they won the overall outstanding squad at a competition at Temple University in Philly.  The routine that they do is amazing.

Between playing sports, (football, ice hockey, roller hockey and baseball) and riding his bike, skateboarding all around town.  Johnny Monaco keeps himself very busy, it amazes us that he never gets tired, and when one sport or activity finishes he can’t wait for the next one to start.  We wish we had his energy.

Veronica Cervone had a very successful year in 4th grade.  Veronica played the violin with her school all year.  She was also chosen to be part of the Mahopac Elementary School’s combined school orchestra (M.E.S.c.O).  She had a special concert in the town park.  She also enjoys Girl Scouts too.

In the fall Kara Monaco cheers for her Dumont Junior Football team (Johnny is on the team).  She loves this cheering as well because it is a lot of fun and most of her friends are on the team with her.  At her end of season luncheon she was awarded the “Coaches Award” and they explained as the 3D award: drive, dedication and determination.  

Olivia Mitterando recently flew up from the Brownies to the Juniors.  Now Maria has to sew on 20 more patches!


Victoria Mitterando has graduated from Nursery School and is onto 
elementary school, joining her big sister Isabella who is going into 2nd grade.
Olivia Mitterando is making the big transition to middle school -- 4th grade (and big kids) here she comes!


Matthew Coco completed 5th grade in the middle school with high honors all 4 quarters.  Way to go!

Isabella Mitterando has flew up from the Daisies to Brownies....with a great love of sewing and other arts and crafts.... watch out Martha Stewart!


Nicole Cervone had a great year in 3rd grade.  She played the viola for her school all year.  She took jazz class, and had her 1st recital in April.  She performed with the show choir for school too.  This year she moved up to Juniors from Brownies.

TEEN SCENE

Congratulations to Tyler Blauvelt as he moves up to the Island Trees High School. Tyler has worked very hard throughout his junior high years and was recently rewarded with a Personal Best Award as well as The Terrific Kid award sponsored by the Kiwanis Club.  Tyler was also privileged to be one of only four recipients of the “I Set my Goals and Succeeded” Award sponsored by Councilman Gary Hudes.  Tyler was recognized for his commendable scholastic improvement and for his spirited determination to achieve and sustain higher grades.  We are so proud of all that he has accomplished.

Joseph Cervone is moving up to High School. He played the trumpet for the middle school band.  He also enjoyed playing his dad’s drums every day.  Of course, he is a guitar hero.

As Tyler Blauvelt completes eighth grade he continues to follow in his sister’s footsteps of never having missed a day of school since kindergarten!!

"ON THE ROAD AGAIN"

On May 12th Sqt. Robert Mitterando III returned home from his second deployment in Iraq.  

Who say’s dreams don’t come true? –  Just ask John Vingara about his dream of going to a Superbowl.  On January 28th 2007, John hit the road with the media and his buddies for a trip off a lifetime.  Super Bowl 08 was GREAT!  It certainly lived up to be one terrific experience for John Vingara.  He can cross that off his “bucket list”.  Not only did he see his team play in the Super Bowl but he got to watch the game from inside the stadium as his team had one amazing game.  Every mile of his 2370 journey was worth every second spent behind the wheel and at the gas pump. Any mention of the trip, will bring one Giant smile to his face! 

Craig Monteforte’s always been a country fan (or parrothead).  Denise Mitterando and Kim Vingara have Nicole Vingara loading some country music on her IPOD.  They are even bringing Laura Vingara over to that dark side too!  On May 12th, Denise, Laura, Kim and friends Kristeen (who doesn’t want to see the light – but is always willing to travel for a Maryland Crab Cake), Amy and Jenna traveled to Baltimore to see about an eight hour Kenny Chesney concert with Leann Rimes, Gary Allen, Big and Rich, Brooks and Dun.  Kristeen actually sat there and read a book!  Kim and Denise are off to see Kenny again in Jersey in July too.  Denise feels like she has been stalking the guy because when she happened to be in Key West he was playing at a bar down there.

How many of you can say you flew with a “bird” – Laura, Nicole, Kim and Morgan Vingara can say they did!  Strange as it sounds we all took a winged passenger to Florida, Buddy “Vingara” – Aka Buddy Shafer/Jaclyn’s Bird.  Buddy was in need of a one way flight from Maryland to Florida.  Laura Vingara who’s always up for a unique 

experience decided she could bring Buddy to Jaclyn in Florida on our recent trip to Orlando to see Mickey Mouse.  Buddy moved from his “temporary home” for the past 6 years of Craig and Corey Monteforte’s to his new home with Jaclyn Shafer and Leslie.  Hope Buddy is enjoying his new home. 

Rich and Maria Mitterando will be taking the kids back to the "old country" (Italy) in July.  With plans for visiting Rome, Naples/Amalfi area, Tuscany and Venice. Please let us know of any must see sites, must eat restaurants, or any long-lost relatives we should say "Ciao" to.

In August of 2007 – the Vingara’s, the Montforte’s, the “other” Vingara’s – all hit the lake in an unusual vacation, we decided to camp verses rent the beautiful lake house. Our initial plan was to camp for the weekend and travel to NC for a few days.  Last minute John was under the weather and would be staying home so we decide to camp for a week at the lake.   Kim Vingara, Morgan Vingara and Nicole Vingara hit the road early for the trip.  Laura Vingara, on Thursday she hit the road solo with the “dog house” in tow, she drove 325 miles, one way, with only one little problem, she parked just a little  bit too close to the truck on the right, scraping off the stickers and having to wake up a trucker to move his truck before settling in for the night.  The next day we all hit the campground.  Craig, Corey, Kristina, Ashely, Laurie, Kim, Morgan, Bill James, Janel and Billie James joined us for the long weekend.  We also added to the mix with our friends, Lana, Mike, Cameron, Justin and Kristen Smith , Bernie, Ed, Damon, Mr. Alex.  Morgan Vingara celebrated her 7th birthday at the lake and it turned 

out to be her “worst birthday ever!” After the weekend crew left, several of us hit Monticello and Walton’s Mountain.  Despite the campground being “rustic”, we did have a good time.  Although we did learn from our past and this year our “lake house” reservations have been made for 2008.  

Christian Blauvelt is a Buckeye at The Ohio State University and Katie Blauvelt is a Bobcat at Quinnipiac University so when the Blauvelt’s found out that The Ohio State and Quinnipiac lacrosse teams would play against each other they knew it was a rivalry game they needed to see.  The game was being played in Hamden, Connecticut so a road trip was planned.  The Blauvelt’s and 23 of their friends decided that it would be a blast to rent a bus (with a bathroom, of course) for the trip.  A pre-game breakfast was held at Kim and Larry’s (to which the bus driver and mailman were invited).  Everyone dressed to represent school spirit.  Larry and Tyler wore OSU scarlet and gray while Kim chose to remain neutral and wore the colors of both schools.  Armed with coolers, guitars, school flags and a karaoke machine, the decorated bus headed for Quinnipiac University.  After 2 hours of singing, laughing, and drinking the bus pulled into the University.  Many of the university students didn’t quite know what to think of this assorted bunch as they got off the bus.  The Quinnipiac fans outnumbered the Buckeye fans, who were gently chided with boos and jeers.  Katie left her dorm in time to meet the group at the field (unfortunately, Christian could only be there in spirit!).  The game wasn’t too evenly matched as the Buckeyes beat the Bobcats by a score of 18 to 7. Before getting back on the bus, the kids/teens versed the older guys in a friendly game of football.  The group then piled back onto the bus and headed to a local pizza restaurant where there enjoyed a variety of pizza and drinks.  Katie was able to join the group with a few friends (including boyfriend Anthony, who by the way is a keeper).  The bus arrived back at the Blauvelt home by 8:30.  Next year Ohio State hosts the game….won’t that be some road trip!!!!!

What a great travel year it has been for Laurie Monteforte and Dale Ingenito.  In late September, they traveled to London and France.  They had high tea at Harrods, saw Buckingham Palace and the crown jewels at the Tower of London.  In France, they visited Paris, visited Burgundy wine country and a champagne factory, cooked with a French chef in a medieval town and spent a few days in the south of France, where they visited Cannes, Nice and Monaco.

In May, they hit the road again and traveled to Italy, where they saw the Coliseum, Vatican and Sistine Chapel in Rome, then went to Capri and Sorrento.  After that, they boarded an overnight ferry to Greece where they visited Olympia and the ancient Olympic stadium, Delphi and finally, Athens where they saw the magnificent Parthenon on the Acropolis.  They had a fabulous time and have thousands of pictures to prove it!

For the second straight year Lou and Bill Mitterando (Jason's new job prevented his accompaniment) down to Port St. Lucie, Florida for Mets spring training baseball. This time the duo saw four games in four days in three cities. Their record: 4 wins, 8 buckets of beer, 6 scalped tickets sold, 2 dozen oysters, 96 chicken wings, no arrests or outstanding warrants (well, at least none that they are aware of). Next year they try for five games in four days. 

The Mitterando’s hit the beach again for yet another fun filled camping “Cousins Beach Week!” – We had a wonderful time. 

Laurie, Laura, Nicole and Corey – all hit the road with the “doghouse” in tow.  We spent the night at Ronnie, Lynn, Erika and Samantha’s – The Mastic Cervone’s wouldn’t even dream of letting us stay in the camper – and insisted we all sleep in the house.   Laura Vingara would like to thank them for the best night’s sleep – with the drive from NJ to NY behind us – Laura slept like a baby!

The next morning we were off and running to our favorite grocery store King Kullen.  We are all a very impressive team at the store, Laurie, Laura, Nicole and Corey all take a portion of the list, and we were done shopping in record time.  Aunt Judy, Grandma Lil and Uncle Johnny all met us at the supermarket - so we could secure our entrance into Smith Point with “Uncle Johnny.”  Thanks to Uncle Johnny we even got his “senior discount”  

By 11:00 am, we were unhitched and ready to hit the beach.  

Our week was great!  Much laughter, more food and a whole LOT more mosquitoes then were really needed.   The mood was lighter and our smiles were bigger as this year we were joined by Nancy Kujan who spent a few hours with us, on the days she could. 

Cheryl Hydo and her crew stayed with the gang in the “dog house” even adding to her crew with Olivia Pelliccia  – who’s smiles were so big in the morning after “she slept and camped in the camper” –  We made more hot dogs and fed more kids and adults alike.  Erika Cervone took over for Grandma Margie Cervone and even made yummy crabs one day.  Grandma Lil spent the week – with Aunt Judy and Uncle Bobby – Uncle Johnny spent time with us – in between Yankee games.

Dale Ingenito once again flew up for the weekend.  She spent a few nights in the Vingara “Dog House” – showing us how to make wonderful showdown puppets.  The dog and rabbit were great but she did a few unmentionable shadows.  Thanks for the laughs.  

We celebrated Kacie Mitterando’s birthday at Dawn and Robbie Mitterando’s.  Our crew was thrilled to leave the campground as the thunderstorms approached the beach.   

Packing up for our trip home was great and as usual Nicole Vingara, Corey Monteforte and Laurie Monteforte were huge helps.  The only twist in getting ready was that our battery required a very special touch from Laura Vingara, who only discovered the secret after calling John Vingara, who once again avoided all the thrills of “dry camping” on the beach.  

As usual our annual trek to the beach for our 2007 Cousins trip ended all to quickly.  We said our good byes and were off to NJ.

All in all we had a wonderful week, we were blessed with many visitors and many laughs – we can’t wait till 2008!   

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS

Briana Coco will turn 20 this October.

Katie Ratigan and her children through herself a 75th birthday party in May!  Rich and Dee (from the Jersey Side) know the party was a big success, and they wish her many more birthdays to come.

Jill Coco has been Rockin’ for 50 years this August!!!

Nicholas Hydo celebrated his 11th birthday at a Yankee Game with his cousins Anthony Pellicia, Tyler Blauvelt and Matthew Coco.  They had a great time trying for home run balls.  Even his Met fan cousins were in awe of their first game at Yankee Stadium.

Kimberly Coco turned 23 in May.

When some men hit the "Big 50" they get a sports car or a hair transplant or start dating younger woman. Not cousin Billy Mitterando. When he turned 50 in April, he bought himself something he always wanted:  a real set of drums. He has been practicing everyday in his basement in Piscataway, and is auditioning for groupies.

Matthew Coco will be 12 in July.

Rich and Maria Mitterando are turning the Big 4-0 this year. To celebrate (and forget) they will be drowning in Italian wine next month.  All are welcome join!


Happy 40th Birthday to the whole crazy bunch – The 1968ers having turned 40  - or seeing it “creep up soon” – Are Cheryl Hydo, Charlie Hydo, Kim Vingara, Laura Vingara , Valerie Vingara Bart, Denise Mitterando.  There sure has been a run on candles this year.

Kevin Coco will turn 49 in October.

ENGAGEMENTS

Eileen and Joe Borawski are happy to announce the engagement of their son, Scott to Heidi Tracy.  On September 1, 2007, Scott tied a princess cut diamond ring to the end of a fishing pole and Heidi reeled in the catch of a lifetime.  They will be married on October 4, 2008 at the Water's Edge Resort in CT.  We wish them a lifetime of happiness!!

WEDDINGS

Dee Cervone and Chris VanLowe were married on May 3rd, 2008!  They had a beautiful, small ceremony and reception. Congratulations!!!

 

ANNIVERSARIES

Ellen and Al LaRocca celebrated 60 years of marriage on May 22, 2008.

NEW HOME SWEET HOME

Adrienne, Joe, Juliette and Alexis LeBlanc have moved.  In case you didn't get their info the new address is:

Contact Newsletter Editor for information – fotodoc@optonline.net

Valerie, Tim, Stephanie and Natalie Bart (Vingara)


Contact Newsletter Editor for information – fotodoc@optonline.net

BAMBINOS ON THE WAY

The newlyweds, Dee (Cervone) and Chris VanLowe are expecting!

THE NEWEST FAMILY MEMBERS (BAMBINOS)

Kara, Johnny and Kelly Monaco are excited for their new sister.  Jenna Rose was born on January 22, 2008.  She was 8 lbs. 3 ozs. and 21 ½ inches long.  John and Noreen are so lucky to have such amazing children and such an awesome baby.

ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY…

Well, it started out with a cheeseburger, a couple of rum and cokes and… heartburn?   Then a couple of days in the hospital.  As most of you know, I had a dissected aorta that was detected after a treadmill stress test.  After walking back to my room to eat breakfast, the doctor came running in and told me to stop eating and remain calm! He said they had a helicopter landing in 4 minutes and I would be operated on in 7.  Good thing I am a mellow guy. The positive thing is that 90% of the folks with this condition do not make it and that I was in the 10% that do. The sucky part was I woke up paralyzed on my left side because of some strokes I suffered on the table.

The next few days and months would be challenging to say the least. Thanks to our awesome network of family and friends I had lots of people praying for me.  Thank you all.  During 9 days of ICU I began wiggling a finger, then several, next my hand and head.  A couple of weeks later parts of my leg.  I was moved to one of the countries best facilities for rehab in Washington D.C. and then the fight began.  I told the doctors the day I arrived that I would be walking in two weeks and water skiing in August!  At first they said ok and told me to not have many expectations right now.  When they began seeing the walls of my room get decorated with posters, cards, letters, pictures etc. they claimed to have never before seen such a display of support.  Then the immediate family started becoming fixtures and familiar faces, the staff would ask about them more then me. The support was amazing. Oh yeah, maybe not sprinting or looking that great, but I was walking in 8 days!  I stayed there for a month and was released to go home 2 days before Christmas.  We had a Gingerbread house decorating party at my house and I enjoyed a cold beer with my family and friends the day after I got home.  What do these doctors know about taking it easy?

The letters still keep coming and the prayers are still being said.  It is so hard to tell everyone how difficult of a time that I had but with the support it has made time and progress go quickly.  The doctors claim I am ahead of schedule and I plan on dancing at the picnic and water skiing at Lake Anna.  Already have gotten up on the flybridge and drove across the Chesapeake Bay, rode a long board and climbed 104 stairs at my daughters college graduation.  To my family, thank you.  It is great to be a part of the Mitterando world.  Love Craig
Larry Blauvelt had a little scare in November when he suffered a TIA (mini stroke) as a result of a small hole in his heart.  A procedure was done to correct the problem and he has recently been given the okay to return to “normal” activities.  Thanks for all your thoughts and prayers.

Just received news that Ronald Cervone was admitted into Naval Hospital in Maryland for eye surgery.  Good luck and speedy recovery.   

GONE BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN

We lost MaryRose Mitterando at the start of the year....way before
her time. She will always be remembered for her heartfelt laughter and
her love of life. Although she was 100% Irish, she made a damn good lasagna and some great meatballs as well some other Italian specialties. Thanks to all who sent their warm wishes to Jim and Rich during that tough time.  She left us with lots of good memories and tons of pictures which the grandkids will be looking through for years to come.

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES

Nothing to report this year!

THE MITTERANDO'S ON THE INTERNET…

Mitterando email updates: please send them to:  webdivas@mitterando.com
If you have a web site with your pictures and would like to share them with the rest of the family. Email the link to: webdivas@mitterando.com 

Thanks, Dale & Irene. 

Visit the Mitt web site at http://mitterando.com.
PERSONALS

Cheryl and Charlie -- Thank you for the great Christmas Day we had at your house.  It was perfect.  We love you, The Coco’s
Michael -- Hope we get to Florida again.  Maybe after you are a grandpa, we can go and watch some Munsters, Little Rascals, Jerry Lewis and Abbott and Costello.  We can also go and check out the moon by the intercoastal.  Love you Jill
Wendy – Is your Mister Softee truck still on higher ground.  Glad your kids joined us on the beach.  We are looking forward to you hitting the beach with us this summer.  Smith Point really is full of great times and memories.  – Laura
Sunny and Scott -- We had a great time at your house for movie night.  We enjoyed the company, the movies, the food and the laughs.  Let’s do it again.  We love you, Jill, Kevin, Matthew, Briana and Alex

Dah -- What are you waiting for, get rid of that gall bladder already!! ! 

 

Kim B – Only you could make a Mr. Softee truck appear.  The next cone is on me! 

My mother is my pal and my brothers’ buddy.  She is the best.  I love you.

Ron & Jen- Congratulations on becoming new parents.  Grace is just beautiful. I only wish I could see her more often so her Great Aunt Ca can spoil her! 
 

Congratulations Dee and Chris we are so happy for you! Love, A,J,J,A
 

Craig – So glad to see how far you have come and that you are enjoying life. Your attitude and hard work through this challenge has been an inspiration.   Keep plugging away and things will get better and better. – Your Godmother
Kim – Hope you loved your Flamingos!  - Happy 40th – Laura 

Josh Happy 2nd Birthday Love Auntie Irene & Uncle Howard
Ronnie and Lynn congratulations on becoming Grandparents.  Love, Kevin and Jill
Bridget --  Our thoughts and prays are always with you.  Hang in there.  We love you, Jill and Kevin
John and Nicole – Thanks for all you both do on a daily basis.  Thanks for all the support you two have given to me during the past few months.  Your strength has given me the courage to do all that I do.  Since you both have done your part, I was able to do more for Craig and his kids.  I will never forget your sacrifices and the pitching in to make each trip to MD easier.  I love you both. – Laura (mom!) 

Ronnie and Lynn -- Thank you for the great day at the beach.  We all enjoyed it very much.  It was great to just hang out and have a few drinks and laughs and lots of food.  We love you,  Kevin, Jill, Matthew, Briana and Alex
To my doinky cousin Laura – A happy doinky 40th birthday to a real live wire.  Love cousin CA

Uncle Pep & Uncle Nappy – Thank you for 11-11-07!  Laura  

No lady wants a party when she turns 40.  So our Mitt News editor, Denise Mitterando was given a surprise 39th birthday party by her parents.  Sorry Denise this year reality will set in!  Love ya Mom & Dad.

 

Jaclyn and Leslie “Gigi” too – Thanks for making Nicole’s 13th birthday so special.  You are a chip of the old block for jumping right into the spirit and wanting to share her day with her.   I am thrilled that despite the week’s turn of events you were both even more dedicated to be joining us.  Thanks you Aunt Dale for funding the trip.  It really proved that we would all be there for each other.  I will never forget the look on Nicole’s face as she saw her “balloon friends” walk through the door.  Thanks for making it a day we’ll always remember.   Laura  

We really appreciate being included with your friends in "The Hood."   We always have such a great time.  Love ya, Mom & Dad
Gianna -- When are you coming to sleepover??  Anthony, you too!  Love Aunt Jill
Dee from a witch to a nun, you've come a long way baby!

 

Welcome Chris!  Congratulations and best wishes to Dee and Chris and to Michael and Denise.  Love Aunt Judy
Michael -- Thanks for coming down to Florida with me. You got there first! Lol  But we had a good time anyway. Mother enjoyed us all being there. These mini trips are well needed and looked forward to whenever I can get you to go.  Love you Jill
Judy -- It was great to finally spend some time in sunny Florida with you. You even stayed up late to watch Abbott and Costello with Michael and I. 

Nicole – Congratulations on the big 13.   We are always proud of you.   – Mom &  Dad 

Frank & Fran -Thanks for the scrumptious chicken!!!! 

Christian --  AC will never be the same.  Looking forward to our Birthday trip.  I will go to church and say a few prays for us.  LOL Love you, Aunt Jill
Nicholas - How do you pronounce ANTIQUE?

J & J - Whenever someone needs you, you guys are there.  What a team you make.

Mr. Winn Dixie - Your Doinky Sister loves ya, but thinks that you should stop playing numbers! Scratching is ok only once a day!!

 

Aunt Ellen and Uncle Al - Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary. Through the past 60 years, you both have been and continue to be wonderful role models to our family.  May you celebrate many more years of wedded bliss together.  – Laura  

Maureen -- Glad to see you are feeling and looking so much better.  I was so glad you took a ride out on Memorial Day to hang out.  It was a fun day.  We love you, Jill and Kevin 

Melissa & Eric -Happy 2nd Anniversary to a very special couple.  Love Aunt CA & Uncle Adam

 

Craig – Thanks for the wonderful gift you gave Nicole for her 13th birthday, her “card” was the best gift she could have gotten that day.  


Carolann and Adam -- So glad that we got to hang out a little in Florida.  Maybe we can do it again.

To my mother; my sisters and brothers Carolann, Dick, Ronnie, Michael, Jill, Kim, Jodee, Wendy and Cheryl; my brothers-in-law and sisters-in law Adam, Bridget, Lynn, Denise, Kevin, Larry, Maureen, Tony and Charlie; my nieces and nephews Adrienne, Joe, Melissa, Eric, Ronald, Jen, Samantha, Dee, Chris, Kimberly, Briana, Matthew, Christian, Tyler, Joseph, Melanie, Veronica, Nicole, Gianna, Anthony, Olivia, Victoria, Nicholas, Renee, Christina and Zachary; my Goddaughters Erika and Katie; my great nieces Juliette, Lexi and Grace.  I am proud of each and every one of you.  I may not see or call you often enough but you are always in my thoughts and prayers.  Love you all.  Judy/Aunt Judy/Great Aunt Judy.

Aunt Boopy - Thanks for coming and cheering for me at my meets- Doie- Renee
Christian - Looking forward to having you home and having lunch with you this summer- Zach
Aunt Dale and Mother – Do you two keep your suitcase packed? – So glad you two have caught the travel bug.  Miss you both when you travel, but look forward to seeing your photos when you return. – Laura 

Dee and Chris -- Congratulations on your wedding.  We are so happy for the both of you. Love Aunt Jill and Uncle Kevin 

AD - Thanks for keeping our belly’s full – Laura 

To my Pal (mother) -- I was so happy we got to spend some fun and sun in Florida together. The 3 Margaritas, Judy, Carolann and Adam. Hope to go again soon. Love you, your Pal

Cheryl and Charlie -- Happy 40th birthdays!!  Love Kevin and Jill
Tom Petty Rules!! 

Kim and Larry -- Thank you for all the great holidays and good times we celebrate at your house.  We love you, Kevin and Jill
Mr. Softee – Who want’s some???.

Coke -- Thank You for the wonderful life you have given to me. I love you, Pickle
Happy Fathers Day Daddy - We love you, Kimberly, Briana and Matthew

Judy -- Thank you for taking such good care of mother for us.  Lets Do Slots soon.  We love you, Jill and Kevin
Da - I’m 40- you know what that means!! - Cheryl
Uncle Larry- Thanks for taking care of me when I was hurt - I’m glad I didn’t start barking though!!  Renee
Richard -- Only a few more days for the Tom Petty concert!!  I am psyched!!!  Can’t wait, Jill
Hey Charlie -- I can’t find any chickens!  Do you know where they are?

Chuck & Chris thanks for the surprise Father’s Day meal you cooked for us, at Aunt Ellen and Uncle Al’s house, Love Dad.  And thanks Aunt Ellen and Uncle Al for putting up with the crazy impromptu party! Love Irene
Aunt Ellen and Uncle Al -- Happy 60th Anniversary.  We love you, Kevin and Jill
Kevin -- Just wanted to say I love you and appreciate all the hard work you do to give us what we need and want. You are the best, Jill
My number 1 Godson Corey – If there were an award at this year’s picnic for “teenager of the year” – You would win hands down!  You have always been a nephew to be proud of but this year you have made me twice as proud.  You have shown amazing strength, courage and commitment to your Dad.  I can’t imagine how difficult it has been for you to have to grow up so quickly since November.  You really have shown your true colors during the past few months. You really are a blessing for our family.  Thank you for it all.  Love Aunt Laura
To my Nana -- I am so proud of you and your accomplishments so far.  You have become a responsible adult and show great courage.  Love ya Dad
Mother  - Looking forward to our new room mate.  - Laura
Love those Lemons! 

Kristina – Your year may have been difficult. You faced more adult responsibilities then most college kids have had to, but your wonderful cheerful attitude and terrific personality has made you stronger in a difficult situation.  Congratulations on your University of Maryland Graduation; not only did you graduate on time, but you did it with Honors.  I am so very proud of you.  The future students of Ms. Monteforte will be lucky to have you a part of their lives.  Way to Go Kristina! – Aunt Laura
Uncle Larry -- Thank you for taking good care of Roxy for us.  We love you, Kimberly, Briana and Matthew

A special thanks to all my own children and their spouses (namely Adam, Bridget, Lynn, Denise, Kevin, Larry, Maureen, Tony and Charlie), and their 24 off springs.  You make my life the reason of substance.

The four Hydo youngsters (the hungry Hydos) performed beautifully at school.  Mother, Cheryl must have a secret.

Family is the greatest.

Denise our Editor, thank you thank you thank you! Love The Bergs
J.P. Says “Thank you to the Coco’s for all those super sleepovers with my little brother Matt, you are the greatest!”

Dee and Chris -- We are so glad to hear you are going to have a baby.  We are so happy for you.  We love you, Aunt Jill and Uncle Kevin
Denise and Michael -- Congratulations on becoming grandparents-to-be.  We love you, Jill and Kevin
Boop, Nana and Monkey -- We are very proud of each one of you and love you very much. Love Mommy and Daddy
Wendy -- Looking forward to camping next to you at the beach.  Maybe we will get to chill and have a drink together. Love Jill
Dear loved ones – Thanks for all your prayers, phone calls, notes of encouragement and offers to help with anything, during those though days of November and December.  We can’t thank you enough for everything, you all did for us, each act truly touched our lives.  We appreciate it all.  Our family is a unique gift we have all given ourselves.  - The Monteforte’s and the Vingara’s
Cheryl – Yes, I have your reservation booked for the 2008 trip, I am almost afraid to ask, “How many are in your party?”  - Laura
Alex -- Thank you for taking good care of Briana.  All our love, Kevin and Jill
Joseph, Melanie, Veronica and Nicole -- Sleepovers at our house anytime you want. Love Aunt Jill
Aunt Ellen and Uncle Al -- Happy 60th Anniversary. Love, Howard, Irene, Chuck, Chris & Patrick

Aunt Wendy - When are we going to bagel boss???  Your goddaughter 

Chuck thank you for the most fantastic Christmas gift.  What a great camera and thanks to Chris for helping you spend your money!  Love, Mom
Aunt Ellen and Uncle Al, -- Thank you for taking such good care of Kevin when he stayed with you in Florida.  He enjoyed hanging out with Uncle Al.  Love, Jill
Larry B. -- Your letter in the Mitt-news last year really impressed me.  You are right, no one gives you a manual on how to be a husband and father!  I just want you to know I think you’re doing an awesome job.  Dee (The Jersey side)

 

Happy Father’s Day Daddy -- I love you and I miss you. Jill
Patrick and Stephanie surprised us in October by getting engaged!  Congratulations and Love, Mom & Dad (Irene & Howard)

Janice & Hank sorry you couldn’t make it we miss you, Love Irene & Howard
Aunt Ellen & Uncle Al -- We missed your annual winter visit this year, Love, Irene & Howard
Hi Joyce, Aunt Ellen (your mother) and Dale and Irene are having a glass of wine for you! 

Carolann -- Thanks for getting me involved with the ALS Ride for Life.  I love doing the food and being involved.  I love you. Let’s find a cure,  Dah
Dale thanks for the Mitterando Web site.  It takes a lot of time, hard work and talent to keep that going. We are so lucky to have you, Love Irene
Dale thanks for, making our stay at your house so great. It is always fun to see you and Laurie; and to enjoy all your delicious cooking and did I mention the wine!  Love Howard, Irene & Chris

I want to thank everyone for your prayers, they are working.  Love Maureen
To the Coco’s – Thank you for all your love and support.  We really needed it.

We would like to thank all of you who have made this "Mitterando Reunion" what it is today!  God Bless you all.   Dee & Richie (The Jersey side)
Aunt Jill – Thanks for always being there for me.  I always have fun – all of you too.  Love Melanie
I love you Victoria. You are my bestest friend and cousin.  Love Melanie
Work sure interferes with important and fun things!  I can’t spend time during the day anymore with Victoria and Zachary.  Aunt Judy
Gianna Pelliccia’s first year of High School was one to be proud of.

Remember, I never said I was normal!  The word “normal" isn't even in my vocabulary.  The only thing “normal” in my house, is the cycle on my washing machine.  Dee (The Jersey side)

 

Christian Blauvelt doing so well at Ohio State (as expected) while sister Katie completed her freshman year at Quinnipiac.

The four Hydo youngsters (the hungry Hydos) performed beautifully at school.  Mother, Cheryl must have a secret.

Liz Mitterando -- The best piano player at the recital!  You rock!!!  Love your cousins Olivia, Isabella & Victoria
 

Our home in Jupiter is vacant for the summer.  Hope to be back in October.

Ronald and Jen’s baby girl Grace will be 6 months old.  Can’t brag too much about her.  Distance has made it impossible to spoil her.

Craig -- So glad you are doing better.  Our thoughts and prays are always with you.  We love you, Jill and Kevin
I’m looking forward to spending time with my two other great granddaughters, Juliette and Lexi.

Sissy - Thanks for all your support with Ride for Life and for all your scrapbooking help and basically, never saying no to me.  Love Dinka

 

Happy Fathers Day Dad!! - We love you! – NRCZ
Judy Cervone thanks again for all the hard work you do organizing this picnic. Love Irene
Ellen, Goddaughter Jennifer and Jessica -- Sorry I have not been able to spend more time with you.  El, five minutes a day at work doesn’t seem enough.

Melanie -- I can’t wait for you to visit us this summer.  I need someone to pick on this summer.  Guess who

Alex -- Thank you very much for taking great care of Briana.  We know it’s not easy, but she is a very special person and special people need special care.  Just remember her Chin Strap, for the helmet. 

Bridget - Keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers  - Laura 

Judy C., my rich cousin -- Please don't let me down. Dee (The Jersey side)

 

Congrats on your new job Kimberly.  Now I have to build you a new closet for all the shoes you will be buying with your discount perks.  Dad
Congrats to David Mitterando on his big graduation!  Love your big cousins Olivia, Isabella & Victoria
Grandpa Lou -- Can we get a discount on some power tools?  Love Olivia, Isabella, Victoria, Liz and David
Denise -- Remember when we used to laugh and say, we had to make an appointment with Nana to see her?  Well, we guess you inherited that trait from her.  You’re worse than the Energizer Bunny ever was!  First of all, we don’t know where you get all your energy from, we guess that’s called youth!  These are just a few of your activities that kept you busy since the last reunion.  First of all, you’re very high maintenance!  Your nails, pedicures, and massages, just to name a few. Gourmet cooking classes, kick boxing, volleyball and of course your three to five mile walks daily.  You spent a lot of time with your boy friend, hanging in the hood (neighborhood), your pool parties and your family and friend get-togethers.  Your pleasure travels for scrapbooking, Disney in Orlando, Key West Florida and weekend get-a-ways.  You also had quite a few weeks of business travel to the mid-west.  Maintaining your home, inside and out, Nugget and Foxy to care for, and of course, let’s not forget the job that enables you to do all that you do.  We wonder what you would do without a phone and computer.  All those conference calls dawn till dusk.  Calling you to hear, “I’m on a conference call, will call you later.”  Being you work from home, you would think that you could make time in between to do other things.  Well that’s a joke; you’re lucky to have lunch some days.  Even with your hectic life-style, we love to have those quality times with you!   

Love ya… Mom & Dad     

 

Aunt Kim & Uncle Larry - We always look forward to the "block party weekend."  We would like to reserve our room for a 2 night stay at the Blauvelt Bed & Breakfast!  Love, Melissa & Eric
 

Denise, Judy, Kim and Kristeen – Thanks for all your support during our MD trip.  I couldn’t have made it through such a long and difficult weekend without you all.  Our endless conversations and support were amazing.  Judy – I am looking forward to riding with you on our next adventure.  Laura 

To my Pickle -- I love you more and more each day.  Thanks for always being there for me. -- Love Coke
Jill -- You are truly my only Rockin Roll Girl.  Don’t ever change. Love Kevin
To my boop -- Even though I tease you and bother you sometimes, it’s only because I love you so much and will always be there for you.  Love ya Dad
M & D, S, D, M, K & N – I can't wait to spend time together on our cruise to Bermuda. Thank you M & D for making it happen!  J
D J Eric - I can always count on you to make great music for me. Thanks for always helping me even when it’s last minute.  Love Aunt Ca 

 

Ellen and Al -- Congratulations on your 60th wedding anniversary.  We're so happy to see you sharing the love and feelings you have for each other.
Who wants to jump on the trampoline with me?  Aunt Boopy

  

Renee - Congratulations on your gymnastics success!  I love watching you at your meets and practices.  I am so proud of you!  Love Aunt Ca

 

Dah & Sissy Keep saving your coins. Yonkers is waiting for us! Ca

 

To my little Monkey -- You have made me so proud of your grades.  You have been on High Honor Roll so many times.  You have always made me a proud father and I thank you for that.  Love Daddy
Congrats on your new car Briana.  Now you can chauffer me around town for a while.  Dad
To Mother -- I am so glad I was there for you in your time of need.  I have always enjoyed your sweet company and thankful that you have shared your stories with me. Please remember I will always be there for you and take care of you the way you should be.  Love always Kevin
To my big brother Ronnie -- Thanks for always calling and visiting at the right time. We have always worked well together.  You can always rely on me for whatever needs to be done. 

Jill -- You are my heart and soul.  You are my sea and land.  You are my worlds in outer space.  Just remember, that our love can never be erased.  Love always Kevin
Jodee -- I know times have been tough and hard.  I know it seems that every day is a battle.  Please remember Jill and I are always here for you and your family.  Love Kevin & Jill
To my special niece DEE-DEE -- Thank you for letting me celebrate your wedding and most of all picking me for Godfather. I am very happy for you and Chris.  Aunt Jill and I will always be there for you guys.   Love Uncle Kevin
To Dad (Pep) -- Another year has gone by and it still isn’t easy for me to accept you are gone.  I was so honored to have you as a father-in-law and a father, at the same time.  I always hoped you were proud of me and happy for Jill and I.  My love for you will never diminish and my memory will always stay strong.  Love always

Kevin
Hey Kim -- Thanks for the date in Monticello.  We had a blast didn’t we?  You never stopped talking in the car, which made the car ride seem like a mere two hours instead of three. Thanks for the support and great company.  Love ya Kevin
Laura and John -- I can not say anything more then thanks.  Love Craig
Gianna, Anthony, Olivia & Victoria - Love hanging out with you guys especially X-mas morning.  Love Aunt Ca 
 

Yo Kim -- I thought there was a Dunkin Donuts rest stop on route 17.  Did you close the place down the last time you went to Woodblock Pines?   Guess who

The 2007 Family Reunion was a tremendous success.  Many compliments were received, especially for generating the top notch Newsletter yet.

Kudos to all the kiddies for their school achievements and to all those youngsters advancing to higher grades or graduating.

Congratulations to Renee --  Proud of your performance at the regional gymnastics competition in spite of that sprained ankle.  Love Aunt Judy
After Craig Monteforte’s frightful illness, his recovery is a miracle.  Thank God and all of his family and friends for their prayers. 

Congratulations Ronald and Jen and thanks for making me a Great Aunt Judy.

The girls rule at corn hole.  Get over it Larry!

To Laurie and Dale -- Welcome back to The U.S.A.  Where to next??

Thanks to Larry and Kim, the Ducks game, as usual was a wonderful treat.  Your family also appreciates the generosity you share with all of us all of the time.

I can appreciate all you “working mothers”.  I am amazed at how you juggle to accomplish everything.  Judy
Adam -- Your turkey neck soup is mmm, mmm good!!

Mother sure misses her families in Mahopac.

To Michael, Denise, Chris and Dee -- Love and prayers to the happy family.

Jill -- This February will be 25 years married.  What an accomplishment and what a cool ride it has been.  You will always rock my world.   Love always Kevin
Hey Kimberly -- Keep up the hard work at your new job.  I don’t think there are to many cuties shopping for shoes these days, so the pickens are going to be small. 

Matthew -- You’re growing up so fast and becoming a real smart kid.  Just remember not to ASSUME anything these days.  You know what that means.  Love Dad
Hey Carolann -- Thanks for always calling and checking up with us.  You are truly an angel in disguise.  Love always, Kevin & Jill
Nugget, Foxy, Mom & Dad would like a little more “quality time” with you.  

 

Mother Dear - Forgive me for trying to smother you at times.  I only want to do for you what you’ve done for me all these years.  From now on I promise that I’ll wait for you to ask, OK? Love Always - Your #1 Daughter 

 

Who’s the Biggest Doink around??

To all my Mitt Dancers: young & old- boys & girls,

I look forward to our picnic performance. Boys you look so great in wigs & lipstick! Girls, I know how itchy mustaches are, so this year I gave you a break & let you be girls!!!  Love Your Choreographer

 

Craig -- We know it has been a long hard road for you this past year.  We are so happy to see you on your road to recovery.   Love Dee & Richie (The Jersey Side)
D & C- Congratulations on your marriage.  We wish you all the happiness possible.  Love Aunt Ca and Uncle Adam

 

Aunt Dale, Aunt Robin and Uncle Bill -- Not some of my best moments but the music, the fake beer and the many laughs will be some of my treasured moments.  Oh yeah… the emptying of the urinals and you knowing if I pooped or not was also pretty funny. Thank you for all the time and support.  Lake Anna Baby!!!  Love Craig
Cousin Denise - Your Mitt news gets better each year.  We really appreciate your dedication and hard work.  Love ya - Cousin Ca 

 

Uncle J - Look forward to our daily phone calls. Love C
 

Boopy # 2 -- I know how difficult this year has been for you.  Even with your hectic, busy schedule, you found time to make delicious potato salad!!  Thanks for all you do.  I’ll miss dropping by to see you.  Love Boopy #1

Dee and Chris -- Wishing you a lifetime of happiness!! Love A.K, U.L, C,K,T
LHB -- Thank you for giving me and our children a wonderful life…KMB
Gianna -- I hope you enjoyed your first college experience. Remember, you didn’t “cut” school; you were merely visiting the campus to determine if it was a college-of-future-interest!!

Dad -- If I ever have to take a music class again, I’ll make sure it’s rock and roll!!  KMB
In August Christian Blauvelt turns 21 and Jill Coco turns 50.  For years they have planned that for these milestones Aunt Jill will take nephew Christian to Atlantic City to celebrate.  Kim worries that they will lose the quarter they’ll need for their one phone call!! 

CLB, KMB, and TLB --  You continue to make us proud.  We are so happy to see that you are there for each other not only because you are family, but because you have become friends……

Olivia - When are we gonna have a sleep-over?  LOVE YOU!!!!

 

Maureen - Have faith and keep on trying.  Before you know it, you’ll be back to the way you were.  Love Ca

 

I just love sleepovers and giving you the feet treatment!!!

 

Billy - Congratulations Father of the Year!!!  Looking forward to lots more shows with you because you are so exotic as a girl!  Cousin Ca 

Dicky-Doo - Wish we saw you more often.  I just love hanging out with my older brother! Love Your Younger Sister Ca

 

Christian - Loved spending time with you on the way to LaGuardia. You are a great kid and a great nephew!  Love Aunt Ca

 

Yoo Hoo… Bally Bag

 

C & C - Thanks for letting me have so much fun watching your kids while you were on vacation.  They certainly keep you busy!  Anytime you need a get-a-way, call me.  Love Ca

 

Kim and Morgan – It has been fun having roomies!  Love Denise
Nicole – You are turning into a beautiful young lady. (I cannot believe you are taller and a bigger bra size then me already!)  You are just like your mother with your love for the kids and wacky and wild ways.  Are you sure you are not a natural blond though?  Love your Godmother

C & C - Happy 40th - C & A

 

Laura – I admire your support and dedication to your family.  You are always there for anyone in need.  Whether it be driving 200 miles for a weekend to be a merry maid or pulling the night time shift when family is out of town.  Love ya, Denise
Ron and Jen can't wait to meet Grace.  She is probably so big by now.  Hope parenting has been fun so far. Love, A & Joe
 

Cousin Irene - Happy Big Birthday!  Glad you caught up! Love CA

 

Mr Winn Dixie & Dah - Really enjoyed spending time with you in Jupiter even though it was for just a few days - Love Ca & Adam

 

Sissy - What an interesting trip to Florida. Next time let’s consider flying. Love Ca & Chef Boidy

 

Kristina, my #1 -- Great job on graduating University of Maryland with honors.  I am so proud.  Dad
Corey -- Can you come here and wipe my butt?  HA HA!!! DAD
Mom (Bridget) -- I know the last couple of months have been rough, we are here for you!  It's just the beginning of another family run business at 251 Headquarters.  Love, A
 

To My Dad, Bill Mitterando: This is the third Father's Day Picnic without you and it still is not any easier. I know you are up there cooking for all those "Mitt Angels."
Melissa & Eric -- Thank you for the wonderful weekend.  Even though we were all tired the next day at brunch, we still had a blast.  Staying out late, witnessing you (Melissa) dancing up on the bar unexpectedly, and even the ABCs song and much entertainment that Eric supplied us with.  Eric singing his "murse" sing and a very late ride home with Eric chanting chicken parm.  Thank you guys and we can not wait to do it again.  Love Briana & Alex
Kristina and Corey -- Thanks for all your love and sacrifices you both have made these last few months. I’m glad we will have a lifetime to make them up. 

Mom -- Thanks for all the support.  Love Craig
Nicole -- You are a brat and no I’m not going to die yet!!!  I still have more of your books to read and cards with holes in them to open!!!   Love Uncle Craig  

Aunt Marge, Judy, Uncle Johnny, Aunt Ellen, Uncle Al, Rich and Dee, Uncle Bobby, Aunt Judy and many more, thanks for the many cards, letters and pictures which were very inspirational.  

The Older Mitts taught us well, Craig
Fav Cuz ???  Liked our talks.  Your fav cuz

Mother Dear - We loved spending time with you in Jupiter. Love C & A

 

Cinderfella- Where do the soiled linens go?

 

Godchild Olivia - I love coming to spend time with you!  We have to go back to the mall soon (and McDonald's of course!).  I can't wait for our next fun visit!  I think you need more candy!!  Love, Melissa
 

Gianna -- Thanks for lending us your muscles to help move Katie out of her dorm. I understand the sanitation department is looking for strong girls to move garbage pails!!!!

Nicholas, Anthony and Tyler --  Are you ready to walk 45 city blocks again?

Craig –  Looking forward to hitting Lake Anna with you.  I am amazed at your attitude and so proud of each step you have taken since November.  I know the road has been bumpy and sometimes you are frustrated, but each day you have made progress.  You were amazing in the hospital that through all your pain, you remained hopeful and thankful to those who helped you get through each day.  Remember to keep your eyes on the water ski goal.  You’ll get there! I am only a phone call away – and 225 miles.  Thumbs up!  Whoo Hoo!  - Laura 

Bridget and Richard Cervone -- You are the best grandparents ever.  Thanks for being there always on last minute notice. A,J,J,A
 

Juliette - I can't believe you are going to be 4 years old!  You are growing up to be such a fun little girl!  I am so happy that your new house is so close!  I love you!  Love, Aunt Melissa
 
Lexi - Wow you are going to be 2 soon!  I love coming home on Tuesdays to get such a smiley greeting from you!  I love you!  Love, Aunt Melissa  
 
KatieB -- Who cares if you didn’t lose an ounce; you gained a “Tun”do!!!

A very special thank you to Aunt Jill and Uncle Kevin. You both have always been there and have been right by our side giving nothing but unconditional support.  I can't tell you how much that helped.  We love you so much.  Love Always, Dee & Chris
 

Grandma and Grandpa - We love our Tuesdays with you!  Ice Cream Party!  Juliette & Lexi
 

Mom (Bridget) -- I know the last couple of months have been rough, we are here for you!  It's just the beginning of another family run business at 251 Headquarters.  Love, A
 

Aunt Cheryl -- Even though people thought we were crazy to go to the zoo during spring break with eight kids and only two adults, I had fun.  Thanks for finding Juliette!

 

Aunt Ca -- Thanks for always being there for everyone!!!  You are awesome.  Sorry Gigi was mean.  We love you, A,J,J,A
 

Melanie Cervone -- It was fun to watch your play with the family.  Good Job! Love, Adrienne
 

To my “love ya like a brother”  I have missed you!  

Veronica and Nicole Cervone -- We enjoyed having dinner with you at our house.  Love, Juliette and Lexi
 

LHB -- I never appreciated your “guns” until now…their looking good!!!

Dad (Richard Cervone) and Melissa -- Thanks for all you do to make A&E Dance Studio's photo shoot  run as smoothly as possible.  It's fun having everyone involved in the Dance Studio.  Love A
 

Melissa and Trish -- What would A&E Dance Studio do with out your backstage help!  I know it is the worst job in the world.  You are the greatest!  As soon as everyone stops having babies around here we will do that "Staff Dance."  Dad I guess that means you too!  Ha Ha Love, A
Danielle and Mike -- You're the best niece and nephew.  I love you both like crazy! Aunt Joyce
Thanks to the Cocos’ for being our second home.  JMV&N  We love you lots.

Mother -- I am so proud to be your matching bookend!!!

Mom - I know this year has been tough so far, but know that we all love and support you.  I know that you are going to do great!  Remember you are now SELF employed!!  Go get em!  Love, Melissa 
 
Grandma - I will always love you with all my heart.  Thank you for the wonderful example you have given me to be a good wife, mother and person.  Love Always, Dee
Coreman -- Thank you for being my personal assistant.  I know that it has not been easy to have to do all you have done. The groceries, the boat, work on the house etc.  I know I get frustrated. You have proven that you are a man and a great son. Love Dad
Aunt Wendy - I love spending time with you and your beautiful family!  When is our next stamping/facial weekend?  Can't wait!  Love, Melissa
 
Aunt Ellen & Uncle Al - Happy 60th anniversary!  Love Ca & A
 

Cousin Craig - You really must have a guardian angel!  So thankful that you will soon be back to a full recovery.  Love Cousin Ca & Adam
 

To My Younger Brother Ronnie - Daddy would be so proud of how you are helping his older brother!  Love Ca
Uncle Tony - I always enjoy your delicious meals when I come to visit!  Thanks for always keeping us fed while we work on our cards!  Love, Melissa


Uncle Kevin - We are so happy you will be our baby's Godfather. You're the best!  We love you. Love Always, Dee & Chris
 

Aunt Kim - We are so happy you came up to join us on our wedding day. You helped make that day even more special.  We love you!  Love Always, Dee & Chris
 

Aunt Jill & Uncle Kevin - Thanks so much for being a part of our wedding day. It means the world how involved you both were. We missed you there so much Aunt Jill, but felt your spirit!  Love Always, Dee & Chris

Happy Father’s Day Dad!!!!

Aunt Carolann - I am so thankful for so many reasons...  Thank you so much for supporting me and for making all those deliveries - The Carolann Express!!  More importantly, thank you for always being there for my mom.  It means so much to all of us that you are always her shoulder to lean on.  Your phone calls, notes and visits through this difficult time have definitely not gone unnoticed.  Thank you!  We love you!  Love, Melissa (and the rest of us!)
 
Dee & Chris - Congratulations on your marriage!  We wish you lots of luck of luck in the future!  Love, Melissa & Eric
 
Ron & Jen - Congratulations on your little bundle of joy - Grace!  We can't wait to meet her!  Love, Melissa & Eric
 
A & Joe - How about a little game of ROCK BAND? - Melissa
 
DJ Eric K - I can't believe that we have been married for 2 years already!  Thank you for being a great husband and for working so hard to support us!  It will all be worth it, I promise!  Love, Mully
 
Hello everyone – What a great day this is for our family!  On May 12th Sqt. Robert Mitterando III returned home to his wife Melanie in North Carolina; from his second deployment in Iraq.  We are so thankful for his safe return.  God has given us blessings upon blessings.  Thank you everyone, for your thoughts and prayers for Robert while he was away.  Love Judy and Bob (Very proud grandparents)

Kimberly - Sometimes you have to kiss a lot of toads before you find your prince.  Love Aunt Ca

Billy, you can wash those Mets socks now!!


MITTERANDO MEMORIES

THIS IS A TRIBUTE TO THE GODFATHER, JOHN MITTERANDO
(Narrated by Dolly Ingenito in 1974)

          The people of Bari, Italy were always close.  When in 1895 a son was born to Luigi the iceman and Maria the seamstress, the whole town rejoiced.  However, your stay in Italy was brief, and at an early age you departed Bari for America.  Once again the whole town rejoiced.

          From Italy, the Mitterando clan settled in Harlem.  You made the transition quite easily, and in no time at all had acquired a taste for watermelon al dente.

         Luigi and Maria had a family to be proud of.  You were the oldest, but Ralph, Joe, Carmen, Julie and Molly soon followed.

        While working with your father on the ice wagon one day, you spotted a shapely young towhead.  Well, not only did this ice man cometh, but he looketh, and liketh, and soon you were wedeth.

        Ellen Navin became Mrs. John Mitterando.  You told her to be proud of her new name-that the Mitterandos had always been great leaders and generals.  It didn’t take Ellen long to realize that instead of Eric the Red, or Frederick the Great, she had landed “John the Cantankerous”.

        With a beautiful wife and growing family, you reached a turning point in your life.  The ice business had been good to you but now profits were melting.  (No pun intended!)  The choices were clear-stay in a legitimate business or turn to a life of crime.  Well, John realizing how tough it was to make an honest dollar, you made your decision.  You chose crime and went to work for Con Edison.

        After all, what a family you had to support!  There was: shy Marie, even tempered Sonny, Billy the bully, Dolly the tolerant one, Margie the pacifier, unpredictable Johnny, dependable Ellen, and Bobby-who gave new meaning to the word spoiled.

       Tragedy entered your lives when Sonny was lost, serving his country during the second World War.

       With your children starting families of their own, you left Lafayette Avenue to settle down in Mastic Beach.

        Although I dislike clichés, “You carved a place for yourself in the wilderness”.  Mastic is booming now, but it must be a helluva feeling seeing people discover what you knew for years.

        The Mitterando house became home base for people with names like Ingenito, LaRocca, Ceo and Cervone.  It’s a wonder that you weren’t investigated by the FBI.

        Time passed, and you became the patriarch of the largest, most closely-knit family in the world.

        In 1959, when your beloved Ellen was taken ill, your care and devotion said more about your feelings than any words I can say tonight.

        In May, 1962 we lost her.  Now, we think of her and smile.  Our memories are of a loving mother-yours are of a girl who changed her name from Navin to Mitterando. 

        John, recent years have brought a change-The Padrone of Mastic Beach is now the Florida Kid.  You and Queenie have put Homestead on the map.

        Just for the record, John, let’s finish up with your vital statistics: 8 children, 29 grandchildren, and 8 great grandchildren.  Not a bad track record! 

        Godfather, we’re here to wish you a happy 80th birthday.  If you enjoy yourself tonight, let us know and in 20 years we’ll try again.  Here’s to Bari’s loss and America’s gain…John Mitterando, THIS IS YOUR LIFE.

Submitted by Laurie Monteforte – Who I swear was till cracking up thinking of Uncle Pep and him telling one of his favorite jokes. Laurie said “She can still hear him laughing hard as he tried to tell the joke.” Here it goes.  



The Pastor's Ass 
 
The pastor entered his donkey in a race and it won.  The pastor was so pleased with the donkey that he entered it in the race again, and it won again. The local paper read:  PASTOR'S ASS OUT FRONT. 
 
The Bishop was so upset with this kind of publicity that he ordered the pastor not to enter the donkey in another race. The next day, the local paper headline read: BISHOP SCRATCHES PASTOR'S ASS. 
 
This was too much for the bishop, so he ordered the pastor to get rid of the donkey. The pastor decided to give it to a nun in a nearby convent. The local paper, hearing of the news, posted the following headline the next day: NUN HAS BEST ASS IN TOWN. 
 
The bishop fainted. He informed the nun that she would have to get rid of the donkey, so she sold it to a farmer for $10.  The next day the paper read: NUN SELLS ASS FOR $10. 
 
This was too much for the bishop, so he ordered the nun to buy back the donkey and lead it to the plains where it could run wild. The next day the headlines read: NUN ANNOUNCES HER ASS IS WILD AND FREE. 


The bishop was buried the next day. 
 
The moral of the story is . . . being concerned about public opinion can bring you much grief and misery . . . even shorten your life. 
So be yourself and enjoy life. Stop worrying about everyone else's ass and you'll be a lot happier and live longer.


ADVERTISEMENTS, SUGGESTIONS, RECIPES, ETC…

Nothing to report at this time?!

The End
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